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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species: 

Species I - Figure 1A 

Species II - Figures 1 B, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 

Species III - Figures 1C, 5 

Species IV - ID 

Species V- 9 

Species VI -10 

Species VII- 11 

Species I is independent or distinct because Species I shows a door with 
perimeter rails and stiles along with one door panel. Also the upper rail has a curved 
inner surface. 

Species II is independent and distinct because Species II shows a door with two 
stiles and three rails along with two panels. The addition of intemnediate rectangular 
rails requires an additional search in a different subclass. Species II also shows a door 
constructed of hollow rails and stiles which are made of a sub frame and applied door 
skins, which are interconnected using fasteners. The stiles include a longitudinal 
groove to receive the projecting ribs of the rails as well as the door panel. The door 
panel is constmcted out of a pair of co-joined door skins. 
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Species III is independent and distinct because Species III shows a door with two 
stiles, three rails, and two door panels like species 11. The upper rail in Species III is 
constructed with a curved inner surface. 

Species IV is independent and distinct because Species IV shows a door with 
three stiles. 3 rails, and 3 door panels. 

Species V is independent and distinct because Species V shows a door with a 
door panel that is constructed from two door panels and a layer of insulation and/or 
foam in order to increase the thickness of the door panel. 

Species VI is independent and distinct because Species VI shows a door 
constructed with two stiles, three rails, and two door panels. The stiles contain 
mounting blocks as well as inserts to provide support to the provided door skins. 
Species VI also has hollow upper and lower/ails. 

Species VII is independent and distinct because Species VII shows a method of 
construction that changes the structure of the door. The door panel is inserted by 
sliding the entire panel through slits in the rails, which enables the panels to be 
assembled in the correct positions. 

The difference in the alternative embodiments leads to distinct or independent 
inventions as well as different searches for these distinct features of the alternative 
embodiments. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomriation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





RDK 



NAOKO SLACK 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 
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Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require all the limitations 
of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. 
MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan D, Kwiecinski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5160. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8 am 
to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Naoko Slack can be reached on (571)272-6848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



